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OACYC President’s Speech

OACYC Spring Conference 2021

We are so grateful for our academic partner Georgian College,

our presenters, our participants, this conference would not

exist without you, you lend the space for this conference to

happen, for the dialogue to occur and for growth to spur.

We didn’t know what to expect going into the pandemic. And we

don’t really know what to expect coming out of it.

We may have friends, community members and young people who will

take a while to recover, if they recover

We know the pandemic hit marginalized communities hardest

And this is why going into this next new phase we need to build

coalitions, partnerships and collaborations.

We need to reach out to each other and consider connection as

the new communication

This board of directors is active in dismantling silos. Building

meaningful relationships with each other, the members we serve

and the stakeholders we collaborate with and advocate for.

The Legislation and Advocacy Committee has turned inward to

ensure that their actions, initiatives and plans are seen as

authentic by ALL committee members
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The Equity and Inclusion committee is actively generating

partnerships that promote and centre marginalized and

historically oppressed voices

The Membership Committee has been auditing our offerings and

truly contemplating the questions: What would bring more value

to your membership?

Recruitment and Retention paused so that we could weigh our

historical context and desired new practices. And we are

deliberately asking ourselves: How do we transform the director

experience, so you, our applicant, our community, gets something

of value by taking part.

The Chronicle Committee continues to focus on what matters to

you

And the student amplifiers committee has been laying low.

Because we know that students are among the hardest hit, with

the clear calling to transform practice, while practicing though

a mask.

This pandemic has taught us to centre ourselves. We have been

reminded again and again that we must centre ourselves and see

well-being as access to contribution.

Child and Youth Care is shifting, towards you

Centre yourself and use these next few days to generate a new

way of being and a new way of practicing.
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Lastly, I’d like to thank our conference committee, and our

conference committee chairs.

This Conference was organized on a short timeline, with a deep

commitment to inclusion, accessibility and the of centering

marginalized voices.

We are deeply appreciative of every volunteer who helped to put

this conference together. We exists because you exist.

The association stands for the advancement of the discipline,

and without community, we would have no reason for existence.

Think this one through. We actually exist for you. We are so

happy you are here, enjoy your conference.


