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To the Honourable Minister Smith, 
 
We are writing to address the recent closures of the 26 Youth Justice 
facilities across Ontario. While we recognize that the closures are directly 
correlated with a reduced number of young people requiring custodial 
sentencing; an 81% reduction in custody over the last 15 years (Kitching, 
2021), we are concerned by the reports of last-minute displacement and 
upheaval of young people, placing them outside of their communities. 
 
Indigenous and Black youth remain over-represented in our youth justice 
system, and are therefore more impacted than their non-marginalized 
counterparts. Systemic racism and colonization, play a strong role in this 
over-representation. Contributing to factors such as poverty, the lack of 
equitable practices in education and a lack of culturally appropriate mental 
health resources, impacts a young person's ability to thrive. We also want 
to acknowledge the specific impact this has had on the Indigenous youth 
and families, in particular, because of the reports of their movement being 
significantly far from their communities and families, limiting, if not severing, 
community, cultural and familial supports. 
 
The method in which these decisions were made and executed do not 
appear to be in conjunction with the commitments made in Ontario’s 
Residential Blueprint and the Because Youth Matter reports; a commitment 
to engage young people in decisions that impact their lives. We recognize 
that the decision to close underutilized facilities is fiscally responsible and 
continuous evaluation of program outcomes is necessary. We also 
recognize that the young people who receive custody and detention 
sentences have complex needs. We are concerned about the Government 
of Ontario seeming to act in silence and secrecy, unilaterally making these 
decisions without consultation from experts in the field and hiding them 
from the members of the public. 
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To our knowledge, there has been no public messaging regarding how the 
current Ontario Government will reallocate the monies saved.  We urge the 
Ministry of Children, Community and Social Services (MCCSS) to redirect 
the saved $39.9 million dollars into prevention efforts and accessible and 
culturally-safe community supports.  
 
The Ontario Association of Child and Youth Care is dedicated to the 
professionalization of Child and Youth Care by providing Child and Youth 
Care Practitioners with high ethical standards of practice, advocating for 
recognition and growth of the profession, and by supporting the 
professional development of practitioners.  We have also become a pivotal 
voice in ensuring access to ethical and high quality care for the young 
people, families and communities in Ontario through our advocacy efforts 
and relationships with community partners and government agencies, 
especially in the absence of the Office of the Provincial Advocate for 
Children and Youth.  
 
This abrupt action has resulted in unemployment for many of the Child and 
Youth Care Practitioners throughout the province, amidst a global 
pandemic. These are practitioners who work intentionally alongside young 
people to create safe environments and establish therapeutic relationships 
as a tool for supporting, healing, and restoration, which leads to a reduction 
in recidivism. These decisions move young people away from these 
relationships without closure, further isolating them and threatening to undo 
the prosocial work which has been accomplished. 
 
We are asking that Child and Youth Care Practitioners and the Ontario 
Association of Child and Youth Care be involved in discussions and 
roundtables to ensure that these young people, and those entering the 
Youth Justice system, have access to the supports they need in response 
to the multiple challenges these closures may create.  We look forward to 
continuing the conversation and supporting Ontario’s young people, 
communities and families together. For more information about Child and 
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Youth Care as it relates to the Ministry of Community, Children and Social 
Services please click here.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Ontario Association of Child and Youth Care 
Board of Directors  
 
CC.  
Deputy Minister Menard,  Ministry of Community, Children and Social 
Services 
Associate Minister Dunlop,  Children and Women's Issues 
Advisor of Stakeholder Relations, Aaron Seres 
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